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TIARA CHAMBERS 
 

Discovering horses as a young girl, Tiara has been crazy 
about horses ever since.  Pursuing the sport of 3-day 
eventing at a young age, Tiara followed her passion over 
the years and became a certified coach through Equine 
Canada’s LTED program. Tiara is now a Coach 
Developer and shares her knowledge in the sport to 
future coaches and riders. 
 
After working in the oil and gas industry for many years 
in the health and safety field, where Tiara worked her 
way through various positions from managing staff, 
financials and sales, to continued growth in each 
economic down turn, Tiara was ready for a change.  She 
started working in the Program Coordinator role for the 
Peace Area Riding for the Disabled Society in April 2017.  Within this role she worked with many different 
therapeutic riders and CanTRA instructors to assist in competitive streams allowing any disability an 
opportuni ty to compete as an athlete. The release of this competitive series was very exciting after the 
loss of video competitions no longer held by other organizations. 
 
Tiara is currently the president of South Peace Horse Club, a non-profit organization located in Grande 
Prairie, AB.  The SPHC hosts over 300 hours per year promoting equine education in the form of clinics 
and horse shows in the disciplines of English, Western and Driving in the Peace Country. 
 
Tiara would be honored to be a part of the AEF board of directors and would help to bring further 
opportunities to its members and the industry in Alberta.  As a northern Alberta representative, she 
would not only bring awareness about the importance of membership but also the other things AEF has 
to offer, such as, funding, the educational and coaching resources available to its members, the 
importance of sanctioning, to name a few.  
 
“My true passion is seeing everyone around me succeed in life, pursue your hopes, dreams, fears or 
observations because knowledge is truly life’s best investment.” 
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JASON EDWORTHY 
 

 
Jason has ridden horses for most of his life, but 
became serious when his children began riding.  He 
has been an assistant 4H leader in light horse, 
competed in fun family gymkhanas as well as amateur 
team penning and team sorting.  But the activities he 
loves most are trail riding and back country horse 
packing, which he does year round. 
 
Jason is partly retired but continues to work in the 
renewable energy industry which he has been 
involved in for nearly 40 years.  Much of his recent 
work has been in developing and maintaining 
Indigenous business relationships in these types of 
projects. 
 
Jason is a volunteer with a long time western 
tradition, the Old Time Range Men’s Dinner.  He serves 
on the Board of Directors of Piikani Resource 
Development Ltd. and represents AEF on the Board of 
Directors of Alberta TrailNet.  He has participated on AEF’s recreation committee for several years.  
Jason is a past present of Calgary Western Riders and a past board member of the Springbank 
Equestrian Society. 
 
One of Jason’s interests is maintaining access to trails for horse users, and ensuring that sharing the 
trails and trailheads is done in a safe and respectful manner.  With increasing use of shared trails, he 
feels it is important and incumbent upon equestrians to help other users understand our trail use 
legacy; even simple things such as how to pass each other safely on our trails. 
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 LEWIS HAND 
 

Born in Kelvington, SK and raised in Porcupine Plain, Lew 
began his working career with his father in the bee 
industry, producing a quarter million pounds of honey a 
year. For several years, he worked each spring in California 
packing bees for import to Canada. During this time, Lew 
also played Junior A hockey in Flin Flon and Winnipeg, MB. 
Lew bought his first quarter section of land when he was 
fifteen years old and raised beef cattle with his father. 

  
As he was always interested in flying, Lew worked towards 
his pilot's license and after attaining it, he sold his share in 
the bee business and bought a partnership with Clem 
Gerwing, founder of Alberta Boot, in Parkland Airways in 
Melfort, SK. Their charter was unique in that they could do almost anything from flight instruction to 
crop spraying. After selling his share to Clem, Lew moved on to instructing at the Regina Flying Club. 
During this time, he managed to obtain his instrument rating from the Winnipeg Flying Club and 
subsequently was hired by them as an instrument instructor. Lew was then hired by Air Canada, where 
he achieved his promotion to Captain in five years. Lew's career spanned thirty three years, ten of which 
he was flight training manager for the Boeing 727 where he was responsible for the training of pilots, 
instructors and various M.O.T. inspectors. He was also responsible for the check rides given to Air 
Canada check pilots. In his capacity as flight manager, Lew was able to work with companies like Sperry, 
developing various programs. Lew had a marvelous career with Air Canada and retired in 1999 
whereupon he immediately obtained his Class 1 driver's license - just because he always wanted to drive 
a tractor to Vancouver via Golden. Lew has also owned his own recording studio, Hand Made 
Productions, and produced the work of various artists. After retirement, he was able to devote more 
time to horses and became a certified trainer and coach. 

  
Over the years, Lew's volunteering activities have been varied, from the Shriner's Circus in both 
Montreal and Calgary, various sailing races out of the Hudson Yacht Club, The Americade Touring 
Motorcycle Rallies in both Lake George, New York and Estes Park in Colorado, Expo Lachute Fair in 
Quebec, Bearspaw & District Agricultural Society in Cochrane, the Abbotsford Air show in Abbotsford, 
BC, The Rocky Air Show in Rocky Mountain House, AB, various amateur radio endeavors (VE6LLH), Trail 
Rider of the Canadian Rockies as a  former director and coordinator on rides, as well as volunteering at 
numerous trade shows for various organizations.  
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NAOMI KERR 
 

Naomi Kerr began her love affair with horses at a young age. It 
wasn’t, however, until she graduated from university that she 
brought her first horse. This has led to an over 40 year 
involvement in the horse industry. From starting out as a 
boarder, Naomi, along with her husband, was eventually able 
to purchase her first acreage. Subsequently, she and her 
husband purchased an equestrian boarding facility where 
they live today. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Naomi introduced her daughters to horses at a young age. 
They went on to ride in Pony Club where Naomi was active in 
the executive. Her daughters both went on to successful show 
jumping careers as junior amateurs on the A circuit.              

 
Naomi has been involved in many aspects of the horse industry. She has been a stallion owner and a mare 
owner, foaling out many horses on her own property. She has bred and raised New Forest Ponies, Paint 
horses and Warmbloods. Running a boarding facility, she has actively participated in the care and feeding 
of not only her own horses but boarder's horses as well. 

 
Naomi enjoys both English and Western disciplines. She has participated in lessons and clinics in dressage, 
jumping, reining, obstacles and horsemanship. She is currently about to venture into the cowhorse world.  

 
Naomi has almost 10 years of experience sitting on not-for-profit boards where she was involved in many 
aspects including fund development. In Naomi’s words: 
 
 “As a long standing member of the AEF, I feel very strongly that the AEF plays a very positive role in the 
horse industry in Alberta today. I am very excited about the opportunity to give back to an industry that 
has given me and my family so much joy and so many wonderful experiences. If elected, I would be keen 
to see the expansion of current programs as well as the offering of additional programs and services.”  
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KRISTINE KINNIBURGH 
 

Kris lives in central Alberta and, alongside her 

husband Jim, owns and operates Kinniburgh 

Miniatures. Since graduating from the 

University of British Columbia with a Bachelor 

of Commerce degree, she has been involved at 

local and provincial levels as a business owner, 

volunteer and youth mentor.  She worked for 

nearly twenty years running smaller offices in 

the trucking and construction industries.  Kris 

was also an assistant Scout Master for a troop of 

25 boys.  

Kris’s interest in developing breed standards 

started as a teenager when she showed purebred Standard Schnauzers in conformation and obedience.  

Over the years, she has raised and showed sheep, angora goats, milk goats and dairy cows, and currently, 

miniature horses.  Kris was one of the founding members of the Alberta Angora Goat Association and 

was treasurer for that organization.  She was instrumental in starting the Angora Goat test station for 

grading mohair in Alberta, has taught weaving for the Edmonton Public School Board, and taught 

weaving and spinning in other venues. 

Kris started showing and breeding registered miniature horses in 2001 and has been a member of the 

American Miniature Horse Association since 2002.  She has been active in the Western Miniature Horse 

Club and the Rimbey Sleigh, Wagon & Saddle Club since 2001 and facilitated driving clinics for both 

clubs.  Kris has served as treasurer for the Rimbey club.  At this time, Kris is also a member of the 

Stonebridge Driving Club. 

Kris has been involved in combined driving for over 10 years, and is proficient at driving singles and 

pairs, and is working at getting better with driving tandem and four-ups.  She mentored young teenagers 

and shared her miniatures with them, teaching them obstacles in hand, obstacle driving and driving.  A 

life-long learner, Kris is currently having great success with bit-less driving and would like to find ways 

to promote this approach to driving to a broader audience. 

Kris would like get more people involved with driving, especially young people, and to promote the 

development of mini-friendly public driving trails.  As a director on the AEF Board, she would share her 

passion for youth educational opportunities that are financially accessible.  For example, she would like 

to explore possible partnerships with other youth-based organizations.  As a board member, Kris will 

be committed to helping the AEF serve its provincial membership.  
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JANINE LEROUX  
Janine fell in love with horses as a young girl and was able to 
convince her parents to put her in lessons when she was 10.  She 
moved onto volunteering at stables and then onto summer 
employment as a camp councilor. Janine had her first quarter horse 
at 11 and he was with her for 24 years.  Janine and  her husband have 
grown their herd over the past 5 years.  She has focused on 
improving her horsemanship skills and would like to start showing 
in Reining.  Last year, Janine completed Equestrian Canada Western 
Rider levels 1 to 3 and plans to complete level 4 this year. 
 
For the last 14 years, Janine has been working as a production 
engineer with a major oil company.  To be proficient, she must 
organize herself and others to achieve common goals and is 
responsible for executing multiple, complex projects. 
 
Janine has been involved with the following volunteer organizations: 

¶ Operation Minerva: a Calgary wide program promoting 
careers in Math and Science to grade eight girls. She organized a group of professional women to 
host 25 grade eight girls and engage them in geology, geophysics, accounting and engineering. All 
to entice young women into math and science based careers. 

¶ Christmas Hamper program for a local women's shelter (Sonshine Centre):  She was responsible 
for coordinating volunteers to find unique ways to raise the funds necessary to meet their  targets 
and then effectively distribute the funds ensuring each child has a magical Christmas and that each 
family is set up for success in the new year. 

 

Janine has an outgoing personality; always works with an attention to detail and organization, while 
focusing on the goals. 
 
Her primary motivation in applying for a position as Director stems from her love of horses and, more 
specifically, “to assist in creating a positive environment for the enjoyment of equines”.  She is interested 
in influencing the youth of Alberta, and is therefore particularly interested in being involved with the AEF 
Live Outside the Box program. Janine is also very eager to help with other committees as well. 

 

 

 



2018 NOMINATIONS 
AEF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
 

 

MELONIE MYSZCZYSZYN 
 

Melonie is currently working as a Water Treating Lead for Canadian 
Natural Resources Limited in Calgary, AB.  Melonie is a Chemical Engineer 
(BSCHE year 2000) and Biological Scientist (BSc year 1996) who took her 
schooling in Edmonton from the University of Alberta.  Melonie achieved 
her Professional Engineer status in 2004 and her Project Management 
Professional, from PMI.org in 2011.  Melonie previously worked as process 
engineer from 2010 to 2016 and facilities engineer from 2000 to 2010.   
 
Melonie has project managed multiple facilities projects ranging in value 
from $20k to $65 MM from inception to the final commissioning phase.   By 
working on multiple facilities projects over the years, Melonie has gained 
vast knowledge of budgeting, scheduling, project contracts negotiations, 
project scope development, invoicing, project documentation 
development, procurement, construction cost control, construction 
phases, and commissioning of projects.   
 
Melonie has had a passion for horses ever since she could walk and loves 
the connection with a horse which is soothing for her soul.  Melonie enjoys a variety of different horseback 
riding styles: cowboy challenge, ranch riding, learning reining, and trail riding.   She is up for trying almost 
any horse related activity and even recently tried vaulting.  
 
Melonie is a horse stable owner currently boarding horses and providing horse activities for riders to 
learn how to ride; she recently partnered with Spirit Winds Foundation and Horses Changing Lives to start 
up an Equine Assisted Learning program at her horse facility for youth at risk and team building groups.  
Melonie brings in various clinicians for her boarders to learn from and has 6 trainers (3 western trainers 
and 3 saddlebred trainers) at her facility who provide riding lessons for the boarders.  Melonie’s facility 
won the AEF Pump Up Your Levels Incentive for 2016 (for hosting the most EC Rider Level Exams at one 
facility)  which was a great honor as Melonie and her husband have only owned the horse facility since 
2014.   
 
Melonie is a member of various organizations CSChe, MCIC, PMI.  She has presented papers on produced 
water treating at various water conferences, IWC, Conrad, and IAPWS.  She is also the Industry 
Representative for the International Association of the Properties of Water and Steam Canadian 
Committee.  Melonie won the 2010 IAPWS Helmholtz Award (for researchers who are making significant 
contributions to, or defining new directions in the areas of research of interest to IAPWS; and to encourage 
them to become active in IAPWS.  
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ROBERT SIMPSON 
 

Robert is an Information Technology Technician currently employed with 
Northland School Division.  He is also involved with several organizations 
outside of work.  With the Society for Creative Anachronism, he has served 
on the provincial board and was in charge of marshal activities for the 
province.  He is a founding member of the St Albert Heavenly Rollers and 
remains on the board as Head Referee. As well, in High School he was 
involved with both 4H and Air Cadets. 

 
Robert has a sense of community and likes to be involved with the 
organizations he belongs to.  He is personable, outgoing and readily 
communicates with others. Robert appreciates how important the sense of 
history is for an organization and its need to maintain original ideals as it 
changes. 

 
Robert was instrumental in building the St Albert Heavenly Rollers from the ground up. This involved 
creating by-laws and policies from scratch, as well as annually reviewing them to ensure they are still 
pertinent to the organization. He has had some experience at writing and re-writing policies so that they 
are both effective and written in a logical, common language. 

 
Robert was born and raised in a small town in south eastern Saskatchewan and grew up on a farm using 
horses for both work and recreation. During his university years, he spent a couple of summers working 
at a riding stable in Jasper. Robert enjoys his horses recreationally and is also involved in medieval 
gaming.  
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BRENDA SPANIER 
 

Brenda has been horse crazy since she was 5 years old and 
finally realized her dream of being a horse owner at age 31. 
Wanting to learn how to ride correctly, Brenda started riding 
with an AEF certified coach in 2005, and continues her 
lessons today working toward her EC Competition Coach 
and CanTRA Senior Instructor certification . Brenda is an EC 
Western Instructor, EC Evaluator for Rider Levels 1-4, 
CanTRA - Intermediate Instructor , CanTRA Zone Rep for 
AB/NWT, Head Instructor for the WILL FOR RIDING 
FOUNDATION Therapeutic Riding Program (children with 
physical and/or developmental disabilities) and a volunteer 
with the Mount View Special Riding Association (Olds AB) 
since 2014.  
 
Besides the Therapeutic Riding Program, Brenda teaches 
western riding at several local arenas year round and at her 
own facility during the summer. Sharing her love of horses 
and the knowledge she has gained over the years with 
children and adults has been most rewarding, albeit 
challenging at times. Working with persons with disabilities has given Brenda a great appreciation for 
what our equine companions can do for so many. Brenda’s primary focus is on teaching children not only 
how to ride, but all the care that goes with it. Good horsemanship starts on the ground learning to be 
around horses safely. Brenda enjoys what she does.  
 
Brenda has always supported the AEF, encouraging new riders to look at the programs and the support 
that is available. She has a great deal of experience both as a student going through the levels and as an 
instructor helping students go through the program. Through the Therapeutic program, Brenda has 
learned organizational skills, long term planning and to utilize volunteers in positions that they are most 
suited for and happy to do. Brenda has helped with fundraising, volunteer recruitment and training. She 
has learned through experience, as well as from her mentors, about AEF horse care and stable 
management, but she is always looking to learn more. From running her own small business to her 
experience in both retail (over 30 years, the last 10 as store manager) and not for profit therapeutic 
programs, Brenda believes she has the knowledge and skills that would be an asset to the AEF.   

 
Brenda and her husband Larry have 6 horses, 2 mini donkeys, 4 dogs and 3 cats and live in the Cochrane 
area. 
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BECKY TAYLOR 
 

Becky is interested in volunteering for the AEF board as she is 
an avid horsewoman who enjoys recreational and competitive 
equine events.  She supports the efforts of the AEF to make 
equine activities safe, educational and relevant to all equine 
pursuits.   Becky recently achieved EC coaching status as 
Instructor of Beginner Carriage Drivers, has utilized resources 
from the AEF and has supported membership through her 
coaching activities. 
 
Becky spent many years volunteering on provincial and 
national boards in her career as a Registered Veterinary 
Technologist and held many board positions.   She is very 
familiar with board governance and has always been a keen, enthusiastic participant.   She also volunteers 
with a local carriage driving chapter of Alberta Carriage Driving Association and has been on their board 
for 5 years.  Becky has been in both leadership and support on executive boards: membership director, 
continuing education director, vice president, president, secretary; she has served on many committees 
that support executive boards or membership directly.  Becky’s greatest asset is her passion and expertise 
for communication.  She completed her MA in Professional Communication in 2016 and finds that she 
utilizes communication skills in all forums: interpersonal, professional, online and as an educator at Olds 
College.   Becky is immersed in communication practices each day. Becky enjoys the challenges and 
rewards of honesty and transparency and considers these important  values to live and act by.  She is 
motivated by innovation, change and progressive, forward thinking.  Becky is pleased to see so many 
positive changes in the equine industry and would like to be part of a leadership group such as the AEF 
that further supports these ideas.  She has attended many events hosted by the AEF, has been a member 
for many years and has taken advantage of the many programs the AEF offers.  Becky thinks that having 
fresh perspective on any executive board is critical for continued growth and development.  She hopes to 
be an active part in accomplishing the collaborative vision of the AEF that supports equine activities 
through information sharing and education.  


